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Rev. Kathy J. Brett
Friends, we are in the midst of the Advent season, a time of preparation and
tradition. We each have established routines for ourselves; decorating, sending out
Christmas cards, shopping, baking, caroling, and the lists of activities goes on
tirelessly.
We are preparing, but we have to admit that we already know the story and of what
to expect. So in some ways no matter how much work we seem to say we have to
do leading up to Christmas, really in all honesty, we know the ending.
Just imagine the First Christmas, Mary and Joseph, becoming parents for the first
time. Their hearts filled with excitement, because they knew he would be destined
for greatness. However, they were filled with fear and trepidation of the unknown.
Travelling to an unknown place, in a time of occupation, danger and oppression,
yet they travelled on, with the hope, trusting in God’s protection and guidance.
We travel in the light of God’s protection and guidance, when we think we know the way and how to get there; as
well as in times of uncertainty. This year we have celebrated 60 years of faithful service and ministry here at
Fraser Road United. We know that the church and indeed the world have gone through major transformations in
this year. The way ahead for us is much diﬀerent than that of the dreamers who worked tirelessly to build this
place which is our church home. We know the resources are not the same as they were 60 years ago. However, we
go into the next phase of our church history bound together with each other and the faith and devotion of those
who have gone before us. The way is unknown, but God’s care is there for us. For that Child who was born in the
manger so many years ago, is our assurance that God has amazing and surprising things in store for us, when we
least expect it.
My Christmas wish for each of you, is that you may feel the trust and hope of Mary and Joseph, the peace of a
starry winter’s night sky, the joy
of sharing with family and friends
Upcoming Services
and may the eternal love of the
December 16 - Advent III - 11 a.m. - Choir Christmas Service in Gander
Christ Child fill you your hearts
- 3 p.m. - Service in Glenwood
to overflowing.
- Christmas Vesper Service conducted by Genesis UCW at 7 p.m.
Blessings ✞
December 23 - Advent IV - 11 a.m. - Gander “ParDcipageant” Service
December 24 - Christmas Eve
- 5 p.m. - Gander Family Service
- 7 p.m. - Glenwood Family Service
- 9 p.m. - Gander Communion Service
December 30 - 11 a.m. - Bonnie Adams presiding
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60th Anniversary Celebrations
Our church held a church Anniversary dinner on December 8th. It was a great time for all, and many thanks to
everyone who attended.

How You Can Help
Legacy Giving
As Christians, what we leave behind is much more than a track record of daily events. A meaningful legacy
enables the gospel’s message to ring clearly and ensures those who follow us will discover what it means to be
church in the 21st century.
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A gift in your will or other type of legacy gift can provide the church with the opportunity to explore and develop
ways of undertaking ministry diﬀerently. Support that continues beyond your lifetime lays the foundation for a
stable and exciting future that will continue to bring Christ’s vital and vibrant message of community, compassion,
and hope to others.

You can choose to give to any ministry or mission of our church—your local congregation or the Mission &
Service of the wider United Church, which supports many ministries, including global partnerships, education
programs, United Church camps, the development of new churches, and much more. You can also choose to have
your donation lodged in an endowment fund, creating a permanent legacy in The United Church of Canada
Foundation.
No matter what form your gift takes, it will help bring Christ’s vital and vibrant message of love and hope to
others. ✞

Our Congregation’s PAR Program
Support your church through an automatic monthly withdrawal.
Pre-Authorized Remittance, or PAR, allows you to support your church through an automatic monthly withdrawal
from your bank account. If you have automatic withdrawals from your bank account to pay your bills, taxes, or
mortgage, then you already understand the PAR principle. Besides being convenient, using PAR for your oﬀering
ensures regular monthly givings to help our church’s ministry even when you are away. You will be providing our
congregation a dependable flow of contributions, which increases our overall financial stability.
Contact Karyn at the church oﬃce today (256-3000) to find out more, sign up is quick and simple. ✞

unitedchurchgander.ca

3

Fraser Road United Church

December 2017

Yearly Financials
Noel Anthony
Financial informa9on January 1 - December 31/18

Month

January

$

Monthly

Monthly

Surplus/(Deﬁcit)

Surplus/(Deﬁcit)

Income

Expenses

by month

Year-to-date

13,271.00

$

16,823.00

$(3,552.00)

$(3,552.00)

February

16,393.00

19,272.00

(2,879.00)

$(6,431.00)

March

12,509.00

29,874.00

(17,365.00)

$(23,796.00)

April

26,596.00

15,956.00

10,640.00

$(13,156.00)

May

23,795.00

24,405.00

(610.00)

$(13,766.00)

June

17,841.00

24,023.00

(6,182.00)

$(19,948.00)

July

17,958.00

14,394.00

3,564.00

$(16,384.00)

August

12,230.00

16,397.00

(4,167.00)

$(20,551.00)

September

31,953.00

24,216.00

7,737.00

$(12,814.00)

October

18,175.00

17,449.00

726.00

$(12,088.00)

November

-

-

0.00

December

-

-

0.00

YTD Total

$

Year-to-date surplus (deﬁcit)

190,721.00

$

202,809.00

$(12,088.00)

$(12,088.00)

The above chart shows our ﬁnancial posi9on for each month of 2018, as well as the Year-to-Date surplus/(deﬁcit).
As you can see from the column on the right in the chart above, which shows our Year-to-Date surplus or (deﬁcit),
we have been in a (deﬁcit) situa9on all year, which seriously aﬀects our cashﬂow and therefore our ability to pay
our bills. Your assistance to help get our ﬁnancial aﬀairs in order would be greatly appreciated.
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Outreach Committee
Karyn Seabright
~Our HAT AND MITTEN TREE will be located on the landing leading to the sanctuary.
Our goal is to fill it with enough items to hand out to families when they pick up their
Christmas food hamper this year.
~OUTREACH REQUEST – While you’re out shopping during the Christmas season, we
ask that you pick up and extra box of chocolates. These will be included in the Christmas
hampers. Our goal is to get 100 boxes before December 20th… Everyone deserves a treat at
Christmas, help us help others.
~CALLING ALL KNITTERS! The Outreach committee is looking for volunteers to knit
Prayer Shawls. If you are able to help, go ahead and get knitting! Patterns are available at the
oﬃce if you need one.

Past Events
Christian Development
Heather Saulnier
Christian Development family nights have resumed for the 2018-2019 year. There was a trunk or treat held on
October __ with 59 children attending, 21 vehicles, including the Town Police who came to give out treats. Christmas
movie night was held December 16, with the showing of “The Star”, with many more events planned in the future.
Follow the church website and facebook page for more information.
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