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“O Little Town of Bethlehem how still we see thee lie” 
Rev. Kathy J. Brett

As some of you know, this past year I was very privileged to visit Palestine/Israel. It 
was truly incredible to visit places described in our scriptures and to think that I 
quite possibly have been walking in the very same paths that Jesus had. It was even 
more  than the  scenery  and setting  were  the  truly  wonderful  people  of  various 
faiths. 

Our group of United Church clergy pilgrims, stayed seven nights in Bethlehem. I 
love Bethlehem. We were there during the Islamic holy season of Ramadan, and 
Bethlehem, which is not so little, was fully alive with an exciting energy at night. 
During the daylight hours, the city’s Muslims fasted from all food and drink and 
took extra time to engage in more charitable acts and prayer. The city’s 220,000 
plays host to thousands of tourists daily. At the Bethlehem Hotel, where we stayed, you could hear many different 
languages, as people from Peru, Germany, the Philippines etc, stay there. The Inn with an abundance of room, 
accommodates Christians from around the globe who wanted to see the place where Jesus was born. 

One evening a few of us struck up a conversation with a tour operator and guide from Kenya, named Daniel, who 
was leading his fourth tour to the Holy Lands. We asked him, what place was most special and faith giving to him. 
He replied, “Beit Sahur’, or Shepherd’s Field. His eyes lit up as he said, “because it is here that the Shepherds 
received the good news of Jesus’ birth, and isn’t it amazing that God would choose the simple Shepherds to be the 
first messengers of the Holy Child, Jesus. 

It is amazing that God does continue appear to ordinary people, each and every day, in Bethlehem, Kenya and in 
Gander. In the holy seasons of Advent and Christmas, let us continue to be amazed by the surprising love and 

grace  of  our  God,  which  is 
revealed to us in that tiny child, 
Jesus,  and  let  him  abide  in  our 
hearts, now and forever. 

Myself  and  the  Church  Council 
are very pleased that we now have 
a  new  newsletter  to  share  with 
you (thank you Adam Saulnier  – 
Chair  of  Communicat ions ) . 
Included  are  the  schedule  of 
worship and activities for Advent/
Christmas, as well as reports from 

Upcoming Services 

December	3				-	Advent	I	–	Communion	Service	at	11	a.m.	
December	10		-	Advent	II	-	Sunday	School	conduc;ng	service	at	11	a.m.				
																										-	Christmas	Vesper	Service	conducted	by	Genesis	UCW	at	7	p.m.	
December	12		-	Ecumenical	Service	at	Fraser	Road	United,	7	p.m.	
December	17		-	Advent	III	-	Choir	Christmas	Service	at	11	a.m.	
December	24		-	Advent	IV	(Christmas	Eve)	
																																						-	11	a.m.	-		Na;vity	with	Par;cipa;on	by	All	Ages	
																																						-			5	p.m.	-	Family	Service	
																																						-			9	p.m.	-	Communion	Service	
December	31		-	New	Year’s	Eve	–	Regular	Service	at	11	a.m.
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committees and groups to inform you of what is happening in our church. 
I encourage you to read this with joy and thanksgiving. I also ask that you 
would take time to  prayerfully consider how you will  give of yourself, 
time,  talent  and treasure in  the coming year  to join the Shepherds  in 
spreading the Good News of the hope and grace of the Christ Child. We 
are all a part of this amazing story, and together we all have a part in living 
the story.

Wishing you all the blessings of hope, peace, joy and love for the holidays 
and for the coming year. ✞

Church Groups 
Guitar Group 
Ken Slaney

The Guitar Group Is having a very 
enjoyable year with Gigs and with 
concerts  in  the  hall,  Loon  Bay 
Camp Concert in October. and Up 
and Coming Christmas parties like 
the  Nightingale  Christmas  Party 
and others. We are also providing 
music for the Christmas Party at the Church. Music is a great outlet for 
us and we look forward to a very active and fun filled 2018. ✞

Handbell Choir 
Doug Nevin

The  Handbell  choir  got  off  to  an  early  start  this  September  as  we 
performed at the annual 9/11 ceremony in Appleton.

We  are  busy  preparing  selections  for  Christmas  services,  this  year’s 
Ecumenical  service  and  we  have  been  invited  to  play  at  a  Christmas 
Concert at the Anglican Church in Gander. We also plan to play at the 

The Social Club will be having their Bean Supper 

on Wednesday, February 7th. 2018.

Also we would like new members, both couples and/or singles. We meet on

the last Saturday of the month at 7:30pm in the parlour.

Thank You 
Bonnie Adams

As chair  of council  I  would like 
to send a sincere thank you to all 
who support, who serve and who 
give  to  Fraser  Road  United 
Church. Whether it be ushering, 
reading,  bringing  food  for  the 
food bank, serving tea or one of 
the many other things that take 
place.  Thank  you  for  anything 
you do because it is all important 
and makes a difference in the life 
of the church. May you continue 
to serve the Lord as you do now 
he  wil l  reward  you  for  your 
kindness.  Many blessings  to  you 
all. ✞
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Concert at the Anglican Church in Gander. We also plan to play at the 2018 Gander Kiwanis Music festival.

At  this  time  we  have  members:  Paul  and  Jennifer  Langdon,  Maureen 
Burton, Cathy Mosher, Vickie Lear, Sylvia Burry, Leanne Johnson, Jimmy 
Williams,  Karen  and  Doug  Nevin  and  our  newest  member  Desmond 
Jagger-Parsons.

If anyone is interested in joining us please contact Karyn at the church 
office. We rehearse Tuesdays from 6:30pm to 7:30pm. ✞

Men’s Choir 
Doug Nevin

L-R Rev.  Kathy,   Ken Slaney,  Doug Nevin,  Gerald  Buffett,  Cal 
Lane, Frank Tibbo, Ross Williams, Curt Coles, Joe Rideout, Noel 
Anthony, Terry Hollett, Ewart Tibbo, Merle Feltham, Bob Healey, 
Neville Burt, Karen Nevin,(Director/Organist).✞

Christian Development 
Heather Saulnier

The  Christian  Development  committee  would  like  to  welcome  3  new 
members, Colleen Burt, Danielle Torraville and Donna Eddy. Thank you 
ladies for joining and I look forward to planning new and exciting events in 
the  new year.  Christian  Development  is  looking  for  ways  to  encourage 
more youth to become involved in our church family, and our first event 
was held October 21st in the church hall.  It was a trunk or treat, where 
youth of  all  ages  carved pumpkins,  made crafts  and then went  trick  or 
treating in the parking lot  to the car  trunks of  congregation members.  It  was a  fun night enjoyed by all  who 
attended. Upcoming events include:

December 8th – Youth craft and cookie night! 6:30PM in the Church hall. Everyone is welcome to attend and 
bring a friend if you would like. Youth of all ages are encouraged to attend, not limited to just Sunday school ages. 
December 10th -Sunday School Christmas program, 11:00AM during regular service

In the new year we also plan to start holding messy church! This will be held once a month in the church hall. More 
details to follow in the new year.

Thank you again to the new committee members

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! ✞
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Did you know? 

You have blessed God's mission with generous gifts. We give thanks! Your gifts for 
Mission & Service truly make a tangible difference in people's lives. 

So far this year your contributions to Mission and Service have totalled $14,656.57.

Outreach and Social Action Committee 
Karyn Seabright

We wish to thank the congregation for their continued support of our endeavours over 
the last year.  Because of your generosity, we were able to send a huge amount of school 
supplies  to  Gander  Academy,  and  help  the  Gander  and  Area  Food Bank keep  their 
shelves stocked.

Don’t forget to add a box of chocolates to your shopping list for the Christmas food 
hampers this year. Also, if you have any hats and mittens at home not being used, please 
consider donating them to fill our hat and mitten tree.

If you are seeking inspiring new gift ideas or perhaps would rather not give family and 
friends the same old clothes/toys/chocolates, GIFTS WITH VISION presents a new 
way to celebrate special occasions. Give a gift that can help change people's lives! Visit 
https://www.giftswithvision.ca to view a catalogue or call the church office. ✞

Pop tabs still come in on a regular basis throughout the year to help support Robert 
Hampson and his  quest  to  outfit  children with wheelchairs.   To read more visit 
http://www.poptabsforwheelchairs.ca.
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